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The Sequential Intercept
Model (SIM) details how
individuals with mental and
substance use disorders
come into contact with and
move through the criminal
justice system.
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Challenges
● Limited supportive housing options

● Lack of flex funding for immediate wraparound needs

● Care coordination and data sharing across systems

● Loss of supports upon regression

● Lack of diversion options

● Need for universal screening processes for CJ populations

● High intensity inpatient or residential services are mostly
limited to state bed capacity

● Differing criminal justice (CJ) and psychiatric involuntary hold
thresholds create challenges to using non-CJ services
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High Level Takeaways
● The best way to reduce the role of criminal justice (CJ) system in

behavioral health service delivery is to have a full continuum of
community services.

● Diversion efforts work

● Co-responder has a 97% no arrest rate

● Mobile crisis services avoid unnecessary legal involvement

● Substance use treatment at all levels CJ system are critical

● Need to coordinate care between community services and CJ
system services

● Services while transitioning from jail/prison are important

● Supportive housing and step-down services are needed
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Long-term Competency Subcommittee investment
recommendations
● Community Services: crisis services system; co-responder; intensive wrap-

around services; whole person needs; community based restoration;
supportive housing

● Law Enforcement: CIT training (or similar); BH Adult Assessment Centers

● Detention: Jail based behavioral services (SB 21-137 $); intake screenings (inc.
telepsych); expand pre-trial supervision and services; forensic support team;
integrate intercept model statewide; transition from jail to community

● Courts: training for court parties; court-based BH consultants; transportation

Find full report under subcommittees’ proceedings and recommendations at:
cdhs.colorado.gov/behavioral-health-reform


